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Who is involved in this initiative?
Jericho Living Heritage Trust

Jericho Community Association

Jericho Community Boatyard

St. Barnabas Church

The Jericho Living Heritage Trust (JLHT) was
established in 2008 to support the campaign
against commercial development of the boatyard
site, and more generally to campaign on issues
that relate to Jericho’s distinctive heritage and the
legacy we shall leave to our successors.

The Jericho Community Association (JCA) runs
the existing Jericho Community Centre. JCA has
fought long and hard for the establishment of a new
Community Centre on the site, culminating earlier
this year in the achievement of Outline Planning
Permission for the Centre at the Northern end of
the site.

The Jericho Community Boatyard Limited (JCBY)
was established in 2006, and has led the long
campaign to restore effective boatyard facilities
on the site.

The St Barnabas Church Parochial Church Council
(PCC) represents the interests of the Church in
ensuring a worthy setting for what is now a Grade
1 listed building. The PCC is also responsible for
the freehold of the existing Community Centre
site.

Spring Planning Application Rejected at Appeal
After hearings in August 2008 the Planning Inspector dismissed
the appeal by Spring Residential against refusal of planning
consent for their proposed scheme for the site.
The principal reasons given were:
- that Spring’s proposals for boatyard facilities at Yarnton did
not adequately address the needs of the boating community
- that the designs proposed would have an unacceptable effect
on the area’s character and appearance, and on the setting of
St. Barnabas Church.

2008

Funding for Feasibility Study Secured
In June 2010 the JLHT was awarded a £70,000 grant by the
Communitybuilders Fund, to finance a feasibility study which
would show how the site could be developed under community
ownership.

Bid Submitted
The design and report prepared by Haworth Tompkins is one
element of an Investment bid submitted on 30th November
to Communitybuilders Fund, in which we have requested £2
millions in grant and loans to acquire the site for community
development.

In addition the Fund also provided support from Coin Street
Community Builders who have more than 20 years experience
of developing community facilities on London’s South Bank. Coin
Street developed a project plan which we have been following.

We expect to know the outcome of our bid in the third week
of January 2011. In the expectation of a favourable response
to our bid for finance, we are involved in discussions with the
Administrator about acquisition of the site.

2009

Spring goes into Administration
In early 2009 the businesses of Castlemore Securities, including
those of its subsidiary Spring Residential, became unable to
continue trading.
Since that time this site, as well as many others, have been the
responsibility of the appointed Administrator PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC).
Agents of PwC have recently begun discussions about the future
ownership of the site and we are meeting with them shortly.

JUNE
2010

JULY
2010

NOVEMBER
2010

Haworth Tompkins Architects Appointed
An early decision was to appoint leading architects Haworth
Tompkins to create a master-plan for how the site could be
developed to meet the needs of the community. Much praised
prior projects by Haworth Tompkins include Coin Street’s own
new Neighbourhood Centre, and the North Wall Arts Centre in
north Oxford.
Since July they have been following their usual approach of
engaging with all the interested parties - the City Council as well as
JCA, JCBY, JLHT and the PCC - to understand their requirements
and aspirations and to interpret them into ideas and options.
The site development scheme illustrated today is the outcome
of that consultative process, showing that it is indeed feasible to
develop the site to meet the key needs of the community.
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Site Opened for Temporary Uses and Events
Once we have secured ownership of the site we intend to start
using it even before it is developed, to generate some revenue
to pay interest on loans but also to start to establish the site as a
community destination.
Public Consultation
We are holding this event to show you what the current proposals
look like, to tell you what we are up to and to get your feedback
on some aspects of the design.
Please help us by answering the questions on the boards that
follow.

DECEMBER
2010

MARCH
2011

Site Ownership Decision
By 31st March 2011 we shall know for sure whether we have
succeeded in acquiring the site with Communitybuilders Fund
financing; or whether we must start a new fight to protect the site
from commercial development.
Alternative sources of funding are being investigated to secure
the purchase of the land should we not be successful with the
Communitybuilders Fund.

Haworth
Tompkins

A number of ideas about the sort of uses and events that will be
attractive have been identified; please tell us your own ideas on
how we can use a large empty space!

Work Starts on Site
If everything goes to plan, we hope to start work on site with the
first phase of development in 2012. Our current expectation is that
a first phase will include key infrastructure for the site, including
the public square area, and a new bridge across the canal.

We shall also be launching major initiatives to raise the further
funds needed to develop the site into the sort of vision that you
see illustrated today.

We shall also need to prioritise the housing units, which are needed
to secure our loan financing. Other elements to be included at this
stage depend on how quickly we are able to attract new funds.

SUMMER
2011

Further Design Work and Consultation
During summer 2011 another key priority will be to prepare
detailed designs for at least the first phases of construction on
the site.
This will of course require a further round of consultation, looking
at more specific and detailed plans including how the buildings
and public spaces will look, exactly how big they are and what
they are made of.

AUTUMN
2011

SPRING
2012

Submit a Planning Application
Our aim is to submit a first planning application in Autumn 2011
so that significant work can be started by Spring 2012.
Work for the application will need to cover a wide range of issues
including:
Ecology, Flood Risk, Noise and Acoustics, Energy Use & Carbon
Reduction, Parking, Privacy, Daylighting and Sunlight.
Your feedback at today’s event will help inform decisions we make
as we develop our plans. A summary of the public consultation
will be included in the planning application.
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Following consultation and feedback on previous options, the
drawings here show what is felt to be an optimum solution for the
layout and scale of the various constituent parts of the masterplan
for the site.
There are 6 primary elements in the masterplan.

1. Public Square:
The new square forms the heart of the proposals and will be big
enough to suit a variety of events including markets, theatrical and
musical performances. It will enhance the setting of the Grade 1
listed St. Barnabas Church and, for the first time, give the residents
of Jericho direct access to the canal side. The square includes the
new winding hole which will allow boats to turn around without
having to use Isis lock.

3. Community Centre:
Another of the key elements is the new community centre. Located
on the southern half of the site, this one and two-storey building
will run along the side of the canal. Access into the building and
its café will be from the extended public square while separate
entrances can be provided into the main hall and nursery. This
location gives maximum visibility to the community centre and will
help it to increase its presence within the community.

The square will be approximately 40m wide. We’d like there to be
cafés or restaurants around the square, with tables and chairs in
the square itself.

4. Boatyard:
Located on the opposite side of the public square from the community
centre, the boatyard would be ideally positioned to allow collaboration
with College Cruisers. A long narrow building on the east side of the
yard would provide space for a chandlery, offices and workshops as
well as screening the neighbouring houses from noise and dust. A
covered wet dock would allow year-round repairs. A simple gantry
system is proposed to allow the lifting of boats for blacking etc.

2. Bridge:
Key to the success of the public square is the new lifting bridge. It
is hoped that this will be installed quickly once the site is acquired
and will become a natural route for residents and visitors alike going
to and from the station.
A lifting bridge is felt to be most appropriate as a fixed bridge would
need to be lifted high above the canal. If it were raised up high, it
would difficult for the elderly and people with disabilities to use it.

5. Housing:
A small row of family homes are proposed for Dawson Place. These
terraced houses would be similar to the existing houses in Jericho.
They would have gardens on their northern side.

6. Commercial / Retail space:
To create a vibrant public space, retail units and a café are proposed
for the southern side of the public square. Income from these units
will help pay for the maintenance of the public square. Although we
don’t yet know who will run these shops, there could be a newsagent,
florist or bike repair shop here.
Another element that is proposed for the southern end of the site is
a small energy centre. Depending on demand, this could provide
heating and cooling to local homes and businesses. We’d like to
install a CHP unit to provide heat and electricity. This could be
fuelled by biomass brought to the site by canal. Cooling could be
provided by using canal water.
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View of the proposals from the north. The boatyard
is on the left with the community centre on the
right.

Above: Elevation of buildings facing the canal.
Right: Sketch showing aerial view of the
proposals.
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View of the proposals from the south. The boatyard
is on the left with the bridge in the foreground.
The community centre on the right.

Boatyard phasing option

Ideas for materials and building types

Phase 1
- New wet dock create as part of winding hole
works.
- Foundations constructed to allow for erection of
frames in later phases.
- Temporary storage brought to site if necessary
for storage of materials or tools.
- Wet dock could be used immediately for repairs
or could be used as a wharf for other uses, such
as a floating restaurant.
Phase 2
- A steel frame is installed over the dock to allow
boats to be lifted out. Boards can be slid underneath
the boats to create a working platform.
- An acoustic screen is built to protect neighbours
from noise.
- Additional temporary accommodation could be
built by volunteers.

Phase 3
- A new building is built to replace the temporary
structures. Initially this could just be used for
storage and workshops, but eventually it could
house a chandlery and offices.
- The gantry is extended to allow boats to be moved
onto the ground.
- Moveable screens protect the square from noisy
work.

Phase 4
- A permanent roof is added to allow work all
year.
- College Cruisers could rent office space in the
chandlery building.
- If funds allow, the workshop could be fitted out
with equipment.

Sketch view looking at the new buildings from Cardigan Street.
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