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The community
deserves the
best for Jericho
boatyard site

The plight of the more than 400 boaters
who call the city centre section of the
Oxford Canal home is reason enough
to get a working boatyard back on the

historic site at Jericho Wharf.
Beyond that, thedemonstrableneed fora fit-

for-purpose,accessiblecommunitycentreand
public space forpeople inJerichomakes the
argumentconvincing.

And localpeople’spleas tobuildsomething
Oxfordcanbeproudof nextdoor to the
‘JerichoBasilica’ of StBarnabasChurch,
proves the logicbehind the fight.

In the33years since theoldboatyard–home
toOrchardCruisers– shutdown,Jericho
Wharf hasbecomeabattlegroundbetween
community interestand thecynical
investmentandspeculativedevelopment
whichblightsmodernOxford.

Thatbattledidn’t evenbeginwith the
currentunflinching landowner.

Themost recentbid fromCheerTeam
Corporation,whichbought thesite in2013 to
replace thehard-earnedcompromiseof a
blendedcommunityandprofit-driven
developmentwith230student flats,hasbeen
describedascynical,madeworseby the
company’s total lackof engagementwith the
localson thegroundandtheboaterson the
canal.

Butbefore that, thecanalsidecommunity
struggledunder thesite’sownershipby
BritishWaterways,whichsimilarlysaw
several lapsedorrejectedplanning
applications for thesitepass through its
machine.

Everpragmatic, the locals inJericho,
championedby theJerichoWharf Trust,
emphasise that they toowantwhatever is
eventuallybuilt tomakemoney, through
profitablehousing.

But theyand thecity’splanningauthority
havebeenemphaticallyandadmirably
uncompromisingon therequirement that
anynewdevelopmentmustcater to the
community’sneed foraboatyard, community
centreandpublic space.

In the last 20yearsof thewharf’s (at least)
170-yearhistory, campaignershave
successfullymade themselvesastone in the
shoeof anapparentlypitiless landownerwho,
given freereign,wouldhavebulldozed the
crumblingremainsof theboatyardsite in
favourof sleeknewbuilds.

Over time,JerichoWharf hasbecome
representativeof thestrugglebetween the
city’sheritageand itsprogress, andhowthe
twomight fit together.

It isas integral to the200-year-oldsuburbas
anyotherbuildingorstructure in thestoried
neighbourhood.

Withsupportonlygrowing for theJericho
Wharf Trust’sappeal, campaigners
remainingdoggedlycommitted to the fight
and the landownerstubbornlystagnant, it
canonlybeamatterof timebefore thecity
reclaims thispieceof itsheritage.

Whenitdoes, itwill be thanks to the
remarkablepersistenceof agroupof
volunteersandheritagechampionswhoare
determined topreserve thebestof Oxford’s
past.

Insensitivelanguage
I WAS disappointed to see an Independent coun-
cillor talk about councillors “putting nails in their
owncoffin” in avote over transport issues.

Whateveryourviewsof theissue, inaworld
wheretwoBritishparliamentarianshavebeen
murderedinrecentyears, this isnotatallanice
phrasetouse. Thesamecouncillorrecently
apologisedafterbeingfoundguiltyof bullyingand
harassmentafteranindependent investigation.

Ihavestrongviewsonmanypoliticalquestions, I
knowmanyof myfriendsandneighboursonRose
Hilldotoo,butwealwaysmanagetotalkina
respectfulandcivilisedwaytoeachother.

Iwould liketoappeal topeople to thinkcarefully
about the languagetheyuse.

Iknowhorriblesocialmediaalgorithmsare
makingpublic languagemoreandmoreunpleasant
bytheday,but Ireallybelievemostpeople inOxford
wouldratherseekindnessandreasonable
disagreement,notmoretalkof politiciansincoffins
becauseof theviewstheyhold.

Labour city councillor Ed Turner
Rose Hill and Iffley Ward

Pullorpush?
DEARAnnelieseDodds,MP forOxfordEast

ShabanaMahmoudaimstoreducepull factors
attractingmigrants to theUK,ratherthandecrease
pushfactorscausingdesperatepeople tomigrate.

Pushfactors includedevastationcausedby
climate-drivennaturaldisasters, theslashingof
internationalaidbudgets,andtheexportof
weaponswhicharethenusedtodestroy
communities.

Fornearly fouryearsWesterngovernmentshave
provided justenoughweaponrytoperpetuate the
warinUkraine,butnot toallowUkrainetowin.

TheUKgovernmentclaimsthat thesearmssales
directlysupport“theUKdeference(sic) industry,
creatingUKjobs,anddeliveringonthis
government’sgrowthagendaandPlanforChange”
(Gov.uk).

ShabanaMahmoudsaid“manyrefugeesremain
unemployedseveralyearsafterbeinggranted
protection,dependingontaxpayer fundedbenefits
to live intheUK….Tothepublic,whofoot thebill,
thesystemfeelsoutof controlandunfair.”

Incontrast, in2023, theLondonAssembly
organisedaconferencetoexamine“employment
barriers forasylumseekersandrefugees.”The
government’sdatacomesfromPAYErecords,and
sodoesnot takeintoaccountpeoplewhoareself-
employed(gov.uk) likeAmazonorDeliveroo
drivers.

Theproblemisthat“foreign-bornworkers
withoutUKcitizenshiparearoundthreetimesas
likelyasUK-bornworkers tobeinthegig
economy…whereindividualsareclassifiedasself-
employeddespiteworkingunderconditionsmore
typicalof employees” (Resolutionfoundation).

Wordsareimportant.Choosingto frame
immigrantsas ‘others’whoarenot likeus,whodo
notshareourvalues,andwhogamethesystemis
extremelydangerous.

Kaddy Beck
Oxford

CatsatChristmas
TOensurearelaxing festiveperiod foryouandyour
pet, Cats Protection has gathered some tips to keep
cats and kittens safe around Christmas trees and
decorations.

Whileextremeincidentsarerare, simplesteps
will reducethechanceof incidentoraccident.

TryputtingupyourChristmastreea fewdays
early,without lightsordecorations, togetyourcat
usedtoall theexcitementandseeif theyare likely
toclimbit.

If theydoclimbthetree,considerwhat
decorationsyouputonitandavoidglassornaments
thatcouldsmashandinjureyourcat.

If yourcat isaprolificclimber,oryoungandstilla
bitclumsy,youmaywanttoavoidthetangleriskof
longstringdecorationssuchas lightsorbeads.

Andensureyourtreehasasturdybasetoprevent
injuryfromit topplingover.

If youopt forarealChristmastree it isworth

notingthatsomepartsmaybetoxic if eaten.
Daniel Warren-Cummings

Cats Protection Central Behaviour Officer

Getting‘cancelled’
FORMER Oxford Spires poetry teacher, Ms Kate
Clanchy, was featured on BBC Radio Four’s “Anato-
myof aCancellation,”after inspiringherethnicpu-
pils to cherish poetry was described by the Guard-
ian, and far-left campaignersasbeinga symptomof
her “white saviour” complex.

MsClanchywasalsocriticisedbyCaucasian
politicallycorrectcampaigners foraccurately
describingethnicpeople’sskin-colour,andfacial
features inherbook,SomeKidsITaught,andWhat
TheyTaughtMe,publishedin2022.

Her formerpupilshave largelywelcomedher
book.

Agentsof politicalcorrectnesshavealegacyof
usingtheirposition,andprivilegetocriticise,
exclude,andcancel,Caucasianmiddle-class
individualswhosework,andcontributionhelps,
andinspiresethnicpeople.

Fargreaterharm,andunnecessarystrife is
causedtoEngland’sethnicpeoplebyagentsof the
far left;whoalwaysusedtheirprivilegeto
deceptivelypretendtospeakandcampaignfor
ethnicpeople.

Chaka Artwell
Barton

Sportsground
MAY I through your letters column express my
concerns for the future of our sports ground, now
ownedbyBicester retail village.

I’vebeenaresidentof Bicestersince1969,
enjoyingfootball, rugbyandcricket.

Thesportsgroundmustremainagreenspace,but
I fear therecouldbearetailvillageplantobuilda
carpark,withworkrecentlystarting.

Andy Beaumont
Bicester

Localbusinesses
IT was refreshing to see Layla Moran MP speaking
at theCoveredMarket lastweekwithbusiness own-
ers protesting against the congestion charge, even
though it delayedher plannedmedia interview.

Instarkcontrast,CountyCouncillorAndrew
Gant, told thosesameprotesters to“goaway”when
theyarrived - thenlurkedatadistancewhile theMP
didthetalking.

Inherpre-budgetmediainterview,MsMoran
said:“Wewanttoseebusinesses thriving,not

plaguedwithunnecessaryhurdles imposedbythe
Chancellor.”

YetourLibDem-runcountycouncil isplaguing
our localbusinesseswithsix ‘hurdles’of theirown,
thesixtollpointsof CouncillorGant’scongestion
charge,a taxwhichisalreadycausingafall intrade
anddamageto livelihoods.

This isn’thelpingbusinesses thrive; it’schoking
them.

Perhapsit’s timetheLibDemsfollowedtheirown
advice, insteadof preachingonethingand
deliveringtheopposite.

Anne Gwinnett
Tackley

Farage‘rhetoric’
SIR Keir Starmer’s suggestion that Nigel Farage
should lead an inquiry into Russian interference
within Reform UK following Nathan Gill’s convic-
tion for taking bribes to push Kremlin propaganda
is an entirely inadequate response.

MrFaragehimself madestrikinglysimilarpro-
Russiastatementsat thesametimeMrGillwas
beingpaidtopromoteMoscow’s line.

Thatalonemakeshimaprimesubjectof
investigation,notanappropriatepersonto leadit.

Noonecanseriouslybelievehewouldexpose
potentialwrongdoingbyhimself orbythoseclose
tohim.

Thesecurityserviceshaverepeatedlywarned
thatKremlin-linkedactorshavetriedtocultivate
andcorruptUKpolitical figures.

Thelong-delayedRussiaReport,eventually
publishedin2020afterBorisJohnson’sattempted
suppression,madeclear that thegovernmenthad
activelyavoidedseekingevidenceof such
interference.That failureof scrutinymustnotbe
continued.

What isrequirednowisanindependent, robust
investigationacrossallpoliticalparties -but
especiallyReformUK,whichhas foryears
amplifiednarratives favourable toMoscow.
Farage’srecentpivot toanti-Russiarhetoric
appears less likeconvictionandmore likeaneffort
todistancehimself fromGill.

It isabitter ironythatReformsupportersacross
thecountryarewavingcheappolyester flagsmade
inChinaasasupposeddisplayof patriotism(and
callingthosewhodisapprove ‘traitors’),while
downplayingtheprovencorruptionof asenior
party figureandresistingscrutinyof theirown
leader’sconduct.Realpatriotismdemandsa
willingness toconfront threats toourdemocracy,
not to lookawayfromthem.

Starmermustensurethatanyinquiryis
conductedindependentlyandunderparliamentary
oversight.AskingFarageto investigatehisown

A walk in the mist. Sue Craigs Erwin
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