Jericho Wharf

As a coal and stone wharf, and later, as Castle Mill Boatyard,
Jericho Wharf has played an important part in the physical and
social life of Jericho for many years. Despite this rich heritage it
has sat empty for 10 years.
The size and location of the wharf provides a unique opportunity
to create community facilities as well as new homes. Previous
attempts to develop the site have sought to create the maximum
possible number of homes but failed to recognise its social and
historic importance. In response to this failure, Oxford City Council
has developed special planning guidance for the site. The ‘Jericho
Canalside Development Brief, Supplementary Planning Document’
(SPD), adopted in 2013, sets out a number of clear requirements
for the site including use, layout and massing.
The plans shown here attempt to deliver those elements that were
missing from previous applications without jeopardising the special
qualities of the area. We have adopted the principles set out in the
SPD but are proposing an alternative locations for community and
residential uses.

Past, Present
and Future

Over the past few months we have worked closely with The
Jericho Wharf Trust to establish the brief for the Community
Centre and Boatyard. In combining these two crucial elements of
the scheme into one building it is possible to make the most of the
land available and bring economies in construction costs.
The scheme is comprised of five main elements:
Community Centre
Boatyard
Public Square
Bridge
Housing
These elements are described in more detail on the boards
displayed here. The images and drawings represent a snapshot
in the design process and are by no means finished. We welcome
comments and feedback on all aspects of the proposals. If you
have additional comments to make after the consultation event
you can contact us via the email address shown opposite.

Above View of the square, restuarant and housing from the canal towpath

Once we have gathered feedback from this event we will continue
to develop the proposals. We will then submit a planning
application for the whole site, including the community centre and
boatyard proposals, in a few weeks time. We will be holding a
further public event later this month so that you can see how the
design has changed before it is submitted.
Once the application is submitted Oxford City Council will carry
out further consultation on the proposals. This consultation period
will last three weeks, although it is usually possible for comments
to be made at any time during the 13 week determination period.

Haworth Tompkins and SIAHAF
February 2014
www.siahaf.com/jericho
www.haworthtompkins.com
jericho@siahaf.com
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The new Community Centre is proposed on the
northern side of the public square. It will provide
a mixture of large and small rooms that will be
available for use by the community.

The Boatyard will be located adjacent to the canal.
A mix of dry and wet docks are proposed along
with workshops, a chandlery, laundry and temporary
accommodation for boaters undertaking major
repair work.

On the ground floor will be a café space that can
spill out onto the square in good weather. A preschool (ages 3-5 years) is also proposed for the
ground floor with a play area located on the corner
of Dawson Place and Canal Street.
A large, multi-purpose hall will be located above
the boatyard with a terrace overlooking the square
and winding hole. Large amounts of glazing will
give views over the canal and will flood the space
with daylight. The space will be big enough for a
badminton court and could be used for wedding
receptions, exhibitions, meetings and classes.

Dry Dock

Workshop

Community Centre

Dry Dock
Winding
Hole
Wet Dock

The docks will be screened with acoustic shutters to
reduce the amount of noise that can escape during
noisy activities.
A series of windows are proposed between the
boatyard and the adjacent café. It is hoped that this
can become an educational resource for local school
children as part of the Oxford Canal Heritage Trail.

Ground floor plan

Above and Above Right Elevation of, and section through the Boatyard and Community Centre

Sketches of the scheme

Above Left The café space in the Community Centre

Above Centre The Boatyard docks

Above Right The Community Centre’s main hall
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First floor plan

Above Elevation of the Community Centre and Boatyard from the square

Above Images of boatyard architecture and timber detailing

Second floor plan
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Pedestrian Bridge
The new bridge has been positioned at the southeastern corner of the public square. This is a natural
location for the bridge as it will help animate the
square and bring pedestrians to the new community
facilities and restaurant.
The bridge will allow residents of Rewley Park to
make better use of the amenities in Jericho and will
hopefully enable better integration of these two
communities. People travelling to and from Jericho,
OUP and the Radcliffe Observatory Quarter will also
benefit from a shorter journey to the station.

Public Square

Cyclists will be able to use the bridge, but they
Public Square
will be expect to dismount. It may be necessary to
The new square forms the heart of the development. provide signage to encourage this.
It will provide space for a wide range of community A swing bridge is proposed so that it will be as
activities such as markets and open-air concerts. For accessible as possible for people with disabilities and
much of the time, however, it will just be a restful
parents with push-chairs. A high-level, fixed bridge
place to stop next to the canal.
has been investigated but was found to take up
By removing the wall west of St Barnabas church,
the square will stretch from the canal and winding
hole right up to the church. This will create a much
more appropriate setting for this important, Grade I
listed building than the current ad-hoc arrangement
of sheds.

Winding Hole

Swing Bridge

The café and restaurant will open onto the square
with the café receiving sun throughout the day.
The restaurant, on the south side of the square will
receive evening sun. Both the café and restaurant
will be able to use the square for informal seating.

too much space and would require the removal of a
number of trees from the canal tow path.
The bridge has been located to the south of the
winding hole so that boats can turn without having
to pass the bridge.

Jericho Wharf

Public Square and
Pedestrian Bridge

Above and above right Sketch views of the proposal from above

Sketches of the scheme Above The Community Centre from the north

Above Right The square from the balcony in the main hall

Above Precedent images: Campo San Pantalon, Venice. A canal in Utrect. Ideas for paving for the square.
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To the south side of the square we are proposing a
new restaurant building with flats above. A new tow
path will be created south from here along which
we will create a row of townhouses.
Pumping
Station

Twenty-two new homes will be created as part of
the development. These will range in size from one
bedroom flats to four bedroom houses.

SubStation
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All of the homes will be designed to the Lifetime
Homes standard which helps to ensure that they will
be suitable for residents throughout their lives and
into old-age.

Restaurant

In addition, one house will be designed especially for
a wheelchair user.
The buildings will be modest in scale. The houses
will be two storeys with an inhabited roof with a
roof terrace overlooking the canal. The building
on the western corner of the square will be three
storeys tall to reflect the more significant location.
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Above Elevation of the restuarant and housing from the public square

Above Elevation of the restuarant and housing from the canal

Family House

Jericho Wharf

Sketches of the scheme Above The Community Centre from St. Barnabas Street

New
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Above Right The south end of the houses viewed from the tow path

Sketches of the scheme Above The new house at the end of St. Barnabas Street and Cardigan Street Above Right The restaurant and houses view from the new tow path

Above Precedent images for the new homes

Jericho Wharf
Haworth Tompkins Architects was
formed in 1991 by Graham Haworth and
Steve Tompkins. Since then they have
established an international reputation for
delivering high-quality buildings. Much
of their work is in sensitive locations
such the Suffolk marshes around Snape
Maltings or historic buildings and
conservation areas such as St. Edward’s
School, Oxford or St. James’s Square in
Westminster. They have won a number
of awards for their work including RIBA
National Awards for their theatres and
housing. In 2009 their project for the
Young Vic Theatre was short-listed for the
RIBA Stirling Prize

Right The Young Vic Theatre, London

Above The North Wall Performing Arts Centre, St. Edward’s School, Oxford

Above Coin Street Neighbourhood Centre and Pre-school, Coin Street, London

Above Aldeburgh Music, Snape Maltings, Suffolk
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Above Iroko Housing on Coin Street, London

Above The Shed for The National Theatre, London

Above Peabody Avenue, Social Housing, Pimlico

Above The London Library, St James’s Square
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